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EEW4 External Event Report 

Title of the 

event: 
Alternative solutions and changing narratives in the context of the energy crisis 

Date & 

location:  

12th October 2022, on Zoom  

Organiser(s):  Energy Cities  

Summary of 

the event 

The event aimed at providing municipalities, signatories of the Covenant of Mayors 

with munition of supportive narratives and successful strategies for handling their 

local energy crisis. Indeed, in the context of rising energy prices and unstable supplies; 

energy efficiency and the integration of waste heat and renewables in district heating 

systems provides for a circular, more affordable and secure heating and cooling 

alternative to imported gas and fossil fuel; yet faces many challenges in the current 

geopolitical-economical context.   

Objective & 

main 

programme 

point 

Objective of the session was to discuss energy crisis strategies and underlining 

narratives in European municipalities. The webinar featured alternative strategies and 

discussed narratives of three capital cities in Central and Eastern Europe - Vienna, 

Budapest and Bucharest – in the context of the energy crisis.  

Conclusions With different historical backgrounds and financial authority, the three cities have 

different possibilities and capacities for action; yet, their aim is similar: achieving 

energy independence and decarbonise their cities in parallel. A lively discussion on 

potential solutions and supporting narratives took place with the involvement of the 

audience – via chat and polls. Speakers highlighted their innovative solutions and how 

the current energy crisis could give a boost to the energy transition but also voiced 

their concerns about multiplied energy prices and high inflation that could slow down 

investments. Responses to poll questions also reflected a general caution about the 

upcoming period: participants thought that the upcoming era would see investments 

slowing down in the short term; but holds a great opportunity for the energy 

transition and decarbonisation of cities on the longer term. 
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